
New Energy 
Solutions

1

Albany

Pioneer Cities: Leadership



New Energy 
Solutions

2

A central question for communities in the 21st 
Century is how to deliver key community services –
e.g., energy, water, waste/recycling – at a scale that 

allows for system‐level planning & change?

Economical
Adaptable
Resilient
Engaged
Self‐generating
Innovative
Nimble

= Sustainable 
Community 
Development
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Create scale
Accelerate & deepen actions
New tools to bridge finance gap
Enable through rate regulation
Tie to better performance
Reduce revenue risk
Regional economic development
Connect to other policy goals

Critical Role of Local Government
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The greatest sustainability challenges are not 
technological or economic. They are institutional.

Dr. John Robinson
IPCC Lead Author; UBC

Myth
concern + best practice knowledge = action

Reality
concern +  best practice + institutional capacity = action

Alex Boston
HB Lanarc
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Strong, forward‐looking policies
Energy & climate change
Buildings & communities
Land use & transportation
Economic inclusion & participation
Housing affordability
World‐class education & training

Engage community, connect collaborative networks
Center of excellence ‐ place for collaboration
Business networks ‐ engaged & supportive
Community engagement ‐ social marketing linked to values

Mobilize new investment resources
Public finance ‐ innovation & leverage
Private ‐ access to patient capital

Three Big Levers
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Our challenges require a level of change that demands that we engage people 
in order to start making changes

Need to offer a positive vision of where we are headed, without getting tied 
into having all the answers
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• One of the largest planned wind farms in the world
• Largest U.S. solar crystalline photovoltaic (PV) manufacturing facility
• World’s first silicon feedstock production facility completely dedicated 
to solar

• Most LEED‐certified buildings in the U.S.
• Top global manufacturer of advanced meter readers (AMR)
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More, newer strategies
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Thinking about green jobs
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Thinking about green jobs
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Thinking about green jobs
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Workforce innovation
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Simple Framework

Climate protection in cities

carbon neutral 
buildings

zero carbon 
transportation

complete, compact 
communities



New Energy 
Solutions

25

Simple Framework

Buildings
– 2030 Challenge [architecture2030.org]
– thermal grid & building retrofits

Transportation
– active transportation
– electrification of urban mobility

Urban agriculture
– set aggressive production target
– transform public realm

Zero waste
– neighborhood-scale systems

Social enterprise for food and zero waste
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Strategy elements - buildings

Carbon neutral buildings

Existing buildings

New buildings

District energy

Comm/Inst/Ind

Residential - low

Residential - high

Regulatory

Incentives

Financing tools

Existing thermal infra

New, high density

New, low density

GHG emission mgmt

Comm/Inst/Ind

Residential - low

Residential - high

Regulatory

Incentives

Financing tools

GHG emission mgmt
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Zero carbon transportation

Neighborhood-scale

City-scale

Regional-scale

Compact, complete neighborhoods

Maximum active modes

Ultra-efficiency flexible vehicles

Mobility infrastructure

Institutional reform

50% of freeway lanes to light rail

Car, parking stall taxes to finance transit

Daily services mapping

N’hood-N’hood connections

Smart arterial network

Smart delivery & logistics services

Urban clean fuels program

Vehicle efficiency standards
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A concerted public outreach and education effort 
is needed to bolster commitment to a program of 
this scale (annually $5+ million per year)

More detailed information specific to Albany is 
needed for this effort  

Phasing is a challenge to communicate

A mechanism and process is needed for those 
who choose to not participate

Education & Community 
Engagement
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This energy strategy needs to be aligned 
with Albany’s long-term issues and 
planning activities – e.g., infrastructure, 
major development, etc.

Planning process needs an aggregation 
mechanism for consolidating multiple 
properties and owners into districts for 
energy purposes

City needs to forge long-term partnerships 
in order move forward

What do we do next?  

Planning
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City of Albany must drive this to 
make it fly

The City needs capacity to pursue 
this initiative

The City has not had an established 
sustainability effort, to help frame 
this initiative

Business champions need to be 
identified, nurtured and supported as 
a strategic introduction of this effort

Roles for Linn, Benton Counties, 
other cities in area

Capacity
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First funding is a challenge, but has 
opportunities related to economic 
security and plant closure

Cost of energy is lot lower than some 
locations, so messaging has to build 
long-term energy stability focus

Financing
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Industrial buildings could make a very 
attractive aggregate project; industrial 
zone first point of focus

Millersburg paper mill closing – could 
we engage owner about the energy 
facility, for a possible next-generation 
Co-generation energy plant?

Albany historic district has community 
identity

Could the Central Willamette become 
a new energy corridor? Bring 
Corvallis, Lebanon, etc. together

Project Considerations
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Downtown efficiency?

20-year power contract
Lock in price long-term

Food processing?

Multiple plants/McKinstry
Energy Trust accelerate resource 

inventory 
Waste-to-energy potential

Co-Gen plant from Millersburg pulp plant?

Bio-fuels/grass seed

Questions for Catalytic Projects
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