
Energy Summit 

Wood River Valley Region, ID 

April 26, 2011 
 



Climate Solutions 

ÁNonprofit organization serving WA, OR, MT, & ID 
for 13 years 

ÁDedicated to promoting practical and profitable 
solutions to global climate change  

ÁHarvesting Clean Energy since 2000 

ÁNew Energy Cities 

ÁWorkshop made possible through charitable 
support from various Northwest-based 
foundations  and individual donors 

 

 
 



Workshop Goals 

ÁProvide information about opportunities for innovation in the 
rapidly evolving, dynamic new energy world 

ÁHelp Wood River Valley region identify strategies that 
accelerate the transformation of the energy system 

ÁCreate a 20-year Roadmap for Wood River Valley region to 
develop a clean, efficient energy system 

ÁCreate an Action Plan that outlines the initial phases for 
implementing that Roadmap  

ÁBuild momentum, enthusiasm, knowledge, and relationships 
among participants to carry forward into implementation of a 
clean energy strategy 

 
 



Workshop Outcomes  

ÁParticpants gain shared knowledge about the energy 
systems of the future 

ÁParticipants create a Road Map together that charts Wood 
wƛǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ÁParticipants produce an Action Plan to guide next steps 
(three years) for Wood River Valley region in implementing 
programs that will comprise its new energy system 

ÁParticpants end workshop with a shared sense of 
opportunities and projects to pursue 
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άhǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ млл҈ 
renewable fuels, create zero 
waste, and sell an increasing 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦέ  

Wal -Mart CEO H. Lee Scott  
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ά¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ we are developing will be 
net producers of power within five 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

  - Dennis Wilde (Gerding Edlen Development) 
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New Energy Solutions and Prosperity 
Can (and Must) Go Hand in Hand 

We see clean energy technology, given the right policy signals, as a ripe opportunity 
ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻō ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΧ /ƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
as big and valuable to the Northwest as semiconductors, electronic and computer 
equipment, software and communications technology.   

Nancy Floyd, Nth Power 

 

Stephen Saltzman, Intel Capital 

 
David Chen, OVP Venture Partners 
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Our Energy Future 

Smart, super-efficient green buildings 

VΧǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

V ...linked by a smart power grid  

VΧǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǇƭǳƎ-in vehicles 

How long will it take to 
get there? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://paradigms4progress.files.wordpress.com/2008/06/greenbuilding.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ilene9.wordpress.com/2009/02/03/gop-senators-pick-their-pork/&usg=__n8USM5w8A8A3A4lH7ejiaWr40Ns=&h=2561&w=2800&sz=1808&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=X16B9Wzh4_lQsM:&tbnh=137&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=Green+buildings&hl=en&rlz=1T4SUNA_enUS315&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.novacharge.net/images/Coulomb_GMSaturn.jpg&imgrefurl=http://carbonday.com/green-construction/automotive/&usg=__BsakMrIiVAdKxQO3PsxPxuC8_BM=&h=497&w=774&sz=67&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MYbF9N9MImwIUM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=142&prev=/images?q=plug+in+vehicles&ndsp=20&hl=en&rlz=1T4SUNA_enUS315&sa=N&start=80&um=1
http://www.buildinggreentv.com/files/u5/daylight.jpg
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Our Challenge  

Á To re-invent the energy system in a generation  

Á To revolutionize how we produce, distribute, and use energy  
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Benefits of a Clean Energy 
Economy 

ÁBuffer families, farms, businesses 
from volatile fossil fuel energy costs 

ÁBring new economic development 
(billions in new capital investment) 
to rural communities  

ÁCreate new, high-wage jobs 
Á/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

independence 
ÁSave water and clean up the air  

http://www.window.state.tx.us/comptrol/fnotes/fn0803/images/towers.jpg
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$1 Trillion dollar market in 
China.  Home to the 
largest private solar 
research center 
 
Two $1 Billion funds 
announced in U.S. 
 
$3.4 Billion in U.S. funding 
for Smart Grid projects 
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Pioneer Communities 

ÁLeadership for local prosperity & resilience 

ÁUnique & powerful role to be played by local 
governments 

ÁBest way to accelerate action is investing in 
true innovation among select early adopters 

ÁCollaboration among leaders will improve all 
prospects for success 
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A Look at Success 

Combination of high performance systems in 
efficient buildings, served by clean 
technologies, all delivered at neighborhood 
district scale 

ÁFinanced as a whole system 

ÁEnd users see value of using less, using 
better energy 

ÁLinked ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 



ÁEmphasis on how to transform energy system, 
holistically & in a structured framework and 
timeline 

ÁIncludes integration of mobility options with 
infrastructure 

Key Success Factors  



What Would 80% GHG Reductions  
Look Like? 
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Wood River Valley 



ÁElectricity:  Idaho Power 

ÁNatural Gas:  Intermountain Gas 

ÁWaste:  Southern Idaho Solid Waste 

Regional Energy Utilities 



Idaho Power 

ÁInvestor-owned utility 

ÁRegulated by Idaho 
Public Utilities 
Commission 
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Intermountain Gas 

ÁPrivate utility serves 275,000 customers in S. Idaho. 

ÁIndustrial/transportation account for 44% of load 

Potato processors, chemical/fertilizer manufacturers and 
electronics companies 

ÁResidential and commercial sectors comprise 37 and 
19 percent, respectively. 

ÁResidential and commercial sectors are expected to 
grow at 5.7 percent per year, while the industrial 
sector is expected to grow at 1.6 percent per year. 

 



Southern Idaho Solid Waste 

ÁRegional cooperative for waste management 

ÁBlaine County  

Carey Transfer Station 

Ohio Gulch Transfer Station 
Resource Recovery Center 

ÁRecycling Rate 2008:  35% 

ÁWaste travels to Burley 

ï10 trucks per week travel 100 miles 

 
 

 

 






























